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FIVE REGIONAL PROJECTS RECEIVE NEARLY $113,000 IN FUNDING FROM SAGINAW BAY WIN
Programs in Bay, Saginaw, Huron, and Shiawassee Counties benefit from funding
Five local and regional organizations have been awarded nearly $112,000 in grants through the Saginaw Bay Watershed Initiative Network ("WIN"). WIN is a volunteer organization that focuses on opportunities to better link the economic, social, and environmental wellbeing of Saginaw Bay communities in order to sustain and improve the region's quality of life.  The organization makes grant funds available to projects twice each year, in the spring and fall.

“WIN has spent a decade promoting – and investing in – projects that demonstrate sustainable principles: the relationship of our communities, economy, and the environment.” said Mike Kelly of The Conservation Fund in Bay City.  The Conservation Fund administers the WIN program.  “This funding round was no exception.  From a unique project that supports a cutting-edge residential wind energy technical program at the Huron Area Technical Center that has close ties with Delta College’s new certificate program, to an exciting new project to establish a spray park with associated rain gardens at Bay City State Recreation Area, these projects truly demonstrate innovative ideas that continue to support the mission of WIN throughout the region”.  In addition, WIN is making investments in the Cass River Greenway “water trail” project in Frankenmuth, the establishment of the motor route trail at the Shiawassee National Wildlife Refuge in Saginaw County, and the re-establishment of a rare wetland type at the DeVries Nature Conservancy near Owosso. 
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Ten area foundations and corporations work together as a network to support WIN projects. This Foundation Network includes: Bay Area Community Foundation, Consumers Energy Foundation, Harry A. and Margaret D. Towsley Foundation, Midland Area Community Foundation, Rollin M. Gerstacker Foundation, Saginaw Community Foundation, The Dow Chemical Company Foundation, The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation, S.C. Johnson Fund, and the Cook Family Foundation.  These foundations and corporations contribute $300,000 per year to support WIN projects. 

To date, WIN and its partners have provided more than $4 million to support projects that help to identify the Saginaw Bay Watershed as a sustainable community.  Funding is provided for projects that create opportunities to connect people, resources, organizations and programs.  Priority is given to projects that are innovative, cross governmental boundaries, and attempt to balance the environment, economy, and the community.  WIN grants have been matched by more than $8 million in other funding.

More information about WIN, is available on its website at www.saginawbaywin.org. A complete list of grants and contacts for each funded project is attached.

The Conservation Fund, the only national environmental organization to receive an A+ rating from the American Institute of Philanthropy, acts to protect the nation’s legacy of land and water resources in partnership with other organizations, public agencies, foundations, corporations, and individuals. Seeking innovative conservation solutions for the 21st century, the Fund works to integrate economic and environmental goals. Since its founding in 1985, the Fund has helped its partners safeguard wildlife habitat, greenways, community "greenspace" and historic sites totaling 5 million acres throughout the nation. Fundraising expenses are 1 percent of total expenditures. Headquarters are in Arlington, Virginia.

Saginaw Bay Watershed Initiative Network

Approved Project List

1. Project:  Huron Area Technical Center (HATC)– Small Wind Generator Learning Center.  This project involves the development of a new educational facility at the Huron Area Technical Center that is focused on small, residential-scale wind turbine evaluation, construction and maintenance.  This “trades” based program is the only one in the state that is focused on residential wind turbines.  HATC has formed a partnership with Delta College, which is in the process of building a curriculum focused on commercial and industrial wind turbines.  WIN funding will assist in the purchase of two wind turbines for the facility, one of a “horizontal” style, and another of a newer “vertical” style.  

Local Champion:

Huron Area Technical Center

Tax Status:

Public School

Partners:
Thumb Electric Cooperative, State of Michigan 

Contact:

Clark Brock, Principal/Director 989-269-9284


WIN Approval:

$18,500

Match:


$8,200

2. Project: Spray Park with Rain Garden – This project, sponsored by the Friends of Bay City State Recreation Area, intends to fund the development of a rain garden associated with the construction of a spray park at Bay City State Recreation Area.  The rain garden will use discharge water from the spray park and will filter this water before it is discharged.  In addition, the rain garden will provide an educational element for the visitors at the spray park.  The spray park will be located within the Bay City State Recreation Area, adjacent to the “Come Play by the Bay” community-built playground. 
Local Champion: 

Friends of Bay City State Park


Tax Status:

501c3

Partners:
Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Bay Area Community Foundation  

Contact:

Cathy Washabaugh, 989-686-2463

WIN Approval:

$25,000

Match



$78,615

3. Project:  Cass River Greenways Project – The Cass River Greenways Committee is working on many implementation projects based, in large part, on the WIN-funded “Vision of Green” report from 2003.  One of those projects includes the development of a “water trail” and access sites along the Cass River at Vassar, Tuscola Township, and the City of Frankenmuth.  These access sites will be on public property and will provide parking, restrooms, picnic facilities, and interpretive and wayfinding signage.  All three communities have been working together to develop the plans for the water trail.  

Local Champion: 

City of Frankenmuth

Tax Status:

Government 

Contact:
Bob Zeilinger, Cass River Greenways Cmte 989-652-3430

WIN Approval:

$29,000
Match:


$116,100
4. Project:  Shiawassee NWR Wetland Restoration – This project requests funding to support the restoration of 220 acres at the Shiawassee National Wildlife Refuge.  The purpose of the project is two-fold: to support the improvement of wildlife habitat and associated wetland values, and to also develop a unique educational example of wetland restoration.  Because this site will be immediately adjacent to the Refuge’s new auto-tour route, there exists an opportunity to showcase a wetland restoration example to an estimated 30,000 visitors each year.  In fact, this restored wetland will be among the first parts of the Refuge seen from the tour route. 

Local Champion: 

Ducks Unlimited

Tax Status:

Nonprofit 

Contact:
Paul Hess, Regional Biologist 734-623-2000

WIN Approval:

$30,000
Match:


$97,400

5. Project:  Shiawassee River Vernal Pool Restoration Project – This project requests a WIN investment at the Devries Nature Conservancy near Owosso.  The funding would support the re-establishment of a 6 acre “Vernal Pool” complex at the center.  Vernal Pools, which are considered among the most productive wetland types, are typically less than 1 or 2 feet deep, and are generally supported by spring rains and snow melt.  It is estimated that vernal pools makes up less than 5% of Michigan’s wetland types. In addition to the wetland restoration itself, this vernal pool will serve as a focus of educational activities at Devries.

Local Champion: 

DeVries nature Conservancy

Tax Status:

Nonprofit 

Contact:


Ken Algozin, Director
989-723-3365

WIN Approval:

$9,200

Match:


$5,405

